Part 1: The Thesis Statement
You are required to write a thesis statement about an event that has occurred after June 1, 2019. Your thesis should be on a particular event (e.g. a hurricane) and not a long running theme (e.g. global warming). Your thesis can be related to a long running theme, but you have to identify a specific event that has occurred within the time frame.  The use of global warming/hurricane here is only an example - you can use any topic/event.

(1) Your thesis statement should be brief, between 1-4 sentences. This is the most important, and in some ways most difficult part of the final essay. Here's an example:
The reporting on storm tracking provided by the major news networks does more damage than benefit to its intended audience. During the week of August 20, 2019 CNN, FOX and MSNBC provided 24 - hour coverage on the possible path of Hurricane Dorian. The intentional framing of weather stories as 24 - hour urgent events has resulted in panic, fuel shortages and traffic jams.
That's it. That's the thesis statement. It tells your reader about your topic, your perspective and how you plan to argue it.
(2) Next, briefly answer the following questions about your thesis statement. Your answers should be about 250-500 words for each question.
· How does the thesis statement tell your reader how you interpret the event?
· How does the thesis statement provide a road map to where you are going in the paper?
· Can the thesis be disputed? Provide a pro/con response to your thesis.
· A thesis consists of two parts: a topic, and a comment.
1. What is the topic of your thesis?
2. What is the comment?
· Explain how this topic interests you.
· Explain how the thesis statement is specific and manageable.
· What difficulties do you see in researching your thesis?
· Most importantly, how does your thesis statement tell the reader how we know what we know about your chosen event?




Part 2: The Annotated Bibliography

Finding 6 sources that support your thesis argument. The sources must come from
the specific formats of the information listed below: scholarly article, web site, newspaper, etc.
 
RULE: Sources must be listed in a bibliography following the rules of APA style.
Each citation must have an annotation. An annotation is a summary and evaluation of a source about 3-5 sentences long.
 
To do an annotation, you must be familiar with the form and content of the source. If the source is an article, read (or at least skim) it. If it’s a book, read the table of contents, some of the introduction, and skim a few relevant chapters. If it’s a website, read the About section, the home page, and explore a few links. The idea is to know enough to determine if it fits your thesis argument and is a good source.


Sources
Find 6 sources, one each of the formats listed below. Use APA for your citations,
followed by the annotation.

Sources 1-3 must be from an FIU Library database or FIU Library catalog:
 
· 1. One book published in the last 20 years
· 2. Journal article in a scholarly journal
· 3. One article in a popular or trade magazine
Sources 4-6 can be from an FIU Library database, the FIU Library Catalog, or the Web:
· 4. One article from a newspaper published in the country of your topic
· 5. A good website. Jokes4Us.com is not a good website. Wikipedia is questionable.
The Census Bureau is a good site.
· 6. One good source of your choice.
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Your sources will be graded using the following criteria:
Timeliness.
When was it published? Has the world changed so much that the information there is outdated or irrelevant?
Accuracy.
How well-supported is the source with facts? Are those facts still
correct?
Authority.
Who or what provided the information? The Onion is an authority on
humor, but not on facts.
Relevance.
Does the source relate to your topic? If you’re writing about the Las
Vegas shooting or Charlottesville marches, visitor guides for those cities are
irrelevant.
Quality of annotation.
Provide complete information.
The first 4 criteria are explained in the FIU tutorials (see the section on Evaluating
Information). The relevance criteria are determined by how pertinent your source.
 









To complete the assignment, students should carefully review the following FIU
Library Tutorials:
Navigating the Library
The Research Journey
Subjects & Resources
Follow all the links and read them carefully!
FIU Libraries
https://library.fiu.edu/c.php?g=349037&p=2354799 (Links to an external site.)
For information on doing an annotated bibliography, see the OWL site at Purdue
University:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01 (Links to an external site.)
For information on using APA:
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/in_text_citations_the_basics.html

